
 

Environmental Stewardship  
in Action 

Keeping our environment safe requires a 
cooperative effort between your municipality and 
industry. The Alberta Capital Region Wastewater 
Commission (ACRWC), in conjunction with its 13 
member municipalities, currently operates a Source 
Control Program. The program is aimed at reducing 
the amount of contaminants being sent via the 
sanitary sewer system to the Capital Region 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 

 

 

 

 

To protect the environment, as well as the operating 
capabilities of the regional treatment plant, limits 
have been established concerning what may be put 
into the sewer system by industry, commercial and 
institutional (ICI) facilities.  

 

 For more information about the Wastewater 
Source Control Program, contact: 

Your municipality 

OR 

Alberta Capital Region Wastewater Commission 
Phone: 780.467.8655 

Email: Discharge@acrwc.ab.ca 

Alberta Capital Region Wastewater Commission 

The Commission provides safe, reliable, cost-efficient and 
environmentally responsible wastewater transmission and 
treatment services for 13 communities in the Alberta Capital 
Region. The ACRWC is committed to sustaining the quality of life 
of the Region while supporting the growth and development of our 
member communities. 

    Members 
City of Fort Saskatchewan       Town of Beaumont             Leduc County 
City of Leduc                              Town of Bon Accord           Parkland County 
City of Spruce Grove                 Town of Gibbons                 Strathcona County 
City of St. Albert                        Town of Morinville             Sturgeon County 
                                                     Town of Stony Plain 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Source Control Program Mission 

Provide safe, reliable, cost-efficient 
and environmentally responsible 

wastewater transmission and 
treatment service. 

 

Working to clean and  
protect our water 

Wastewater Source 
Control Program 



Our wastewater treatment plant has advanced 
treatment processes such as biological nutrient 
removal (BNR) and ultraviolet (UV) disinfection. The 
negative impacts of contaminants in the wastewater 
system can range from higher operations and 
maintenance costs to the complete failure of the 
biological processes.  

The discharge of flammable, toxic, or oxygen-
depleting substances can be harmful to workers and 
adjacent residents. Removing toxic contaminants at 
the source protects wastewater industry workers by 
eliminating potential health and safety hazards. 
Workers maintaining the sewer system must operate 
in a safe environment.  

How the Source Control Program Works 

All ICIs are inspected approximately once every five 
years to determine whether they have the potential 
to release prohibited, restricted or overstrength 
wastewater into the sanitary sewer. Following the 
site inspection, sampling may be deemed necessary. 
Future site inspections and sampling frequencies will 
depend on the nature of discharges from each ICI.  

 

 

Once sampling has been completed and analyzed, all results 
are evaluated and categorized according to the 
overstrength and restricted concentration limits as stated in 
the sewer use bylaw. For overstrength concentrations, ICIs 
can decide to reduce the concentrations of contaminants at 
their site, thereby reducing their wastewater disposal fees. 
Wastewater samples that exceed the restricted or 
prohibited limits will be reported to their respective 
municipality for enforcement.  

The Main Objectives of the Wastewater Source Control 
Program: 
• Allocate costs fairly;
• Protect the sewer infrastructure from corrosive

materials or from materials that can clog the sewer
system;

• Protect wastewater treatment processes and prevent
poor quality discharge into the environment;

• Eliminate the discharge of toxic, flammable or
explosive materials into the wastewater flow; and,

• Help ICIs reduce their environmental impact.

Oil and Gas Operations and Support 
Services Sector Code of Practice 

 A Code of Practice (COP) has been developed for the Oil 
and Gas Operations and Support Services Sector 
detailing specific guidelines that must be adhered to due 
to the nature of the discharges from ICIs within that 
sector: 

ACRWC has identified ICIs in this sector as significant 
contributors of Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) 
and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) to the region’s 
sanitary sewers. These compounds can be highly toxic, 
even in low concentrations, or can lead to a flammable 
or explosive environment within the sewer system. 
ACRWC developed the COP to help prevent the 
discharge of TPH and VOCs. 

The ICIs within the oil and gas operations and support 
services sector must register under the COP through: 

acrwc.ab.ca 

Do Your Part to Protect the Environment 
Help maintain the health of the North Saskatchewan River and the safety of employees, wastewater industry 

workers, and the public, through eliminating the discharge of flammable and toxic contaminants into the sewers. 

• Oil and gas upgrading, refining or
distribution,

• Oilfield services,
• Bulk liquid products transport,
• Waste recycling,
• Industrial laundering,
• Heavy-duty vehicle and/or equipment

washing and/or servicing.

A Source Control Program manages the 
discharges into the system at the source, 

where pollution should and can be prevented 




